
Matthew Offord MP


Dear Mr Offord, 

We write to you in Holocaust Memorial Week, as constituents who are members of Magen Avot Synagogue in Hendon, raising our deep concern that, as our Parliamentary representative, you voted against the Genocide Amendment to the Trade Bill. 

Following its narrow defeat, the amendment has been revised to address the Government’s main objection, that the courts were being given power to rule on trade deals. We request that you vote for it on the following grounds.

The revised amendment now allows the High Court to make a preliminary determination of genocide, on application by representatives of a people facing Genocide, such as the Uyghurs in China, but stipulates that it then refers back to Parliament to decide what to do about preferential bilateral trade deals with the perpetrating state.

The Uyghur diaspora need a judicial decision on their persecution as governments repeatedly tell them that without one, they cannot fulfil their obligations to the UN Genocide Convention to “punish and prevent genocide.”  Currently the only route for such decisions is the UN, where China has a veto, or the International Criminal Court, to which China is not party. 

The amendment provides a mechanism to circumvent these difficulties via the High Court. It therefore complements the international system, whilst reflecting Government policy across administrations that, as PM Boris Johnson has said, “attribution of genocide is a judicial matter” (20th January 2021). 
Dominic Raab explained (December 8th 2020):

“Long-standing policy is determination of genocide should be made by competent courts, rather than governments or non-judicial bodies. Competent courts include international courts......and national criminal courts that meet international standards of due process.”

The Government’s other objections to the Amendment are unfounded:

· Firstly, the High Court is empowered to rule on genocide. 
· Secondly, the amendment’s restriction to genocide, with its high burden of evidentiary proof, avoids politically motivated vexatious claims, which our courts routinely address early by many means.
· Thirdly, if China refuses to participate, our legal system is used to inquiries and inquests where one party refuses to attend. 
· Finally, the Uyghurs will benefit because the amendment enables the UK to fulfil its obligations under the UN’s genocide Convention to “prevent and punish genocide”, in contrast to the many genocides occurring since World War 2. 

In Holocaust Memorial Week, the talk is always of “Never Again”. This amendment helps achieve that aim. Other Governments already talk of following suit. The Board of Deputies of British Jews, has made statements and written directly to the Prime Minister, and we in the Jewish Community cannot stand by and see another people suffer as we have done in the past without speaking out. 

When this revised amendment returns to the Commons, it is completely unacceptable to us that our MP is not only voting against, but whipping against, a motion that would enable the UK to fulfil its obligations under the UN Genocide Convention. It does not represent our views in any way. 

We would appreciate your reversal of this position, as a matter of conscience, I would appreciate confirmation of your intentions in this matter.

Yours Faithfully,

[NAME]

[POSTCODE]

